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PETITIONS l'RE.-iKNTKO.
The Chair laid before tlie Senate a petition of

the Importers and Grocers' Board of Trade of New
Tork, suggesting various amendments to the customslaws. Kelerrcd to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. Frelinghuysen, (rep.) of N. J., presented a

petition Irom Dr. David Maury, Horace Capron and
other American citizens residing In Japan, praying
the United States to remit the balance ot the
Japanese indemnity iuud, to be used as an eduoatlonallund. Heierred to the Committee on ForeignRelations.
Mr. Conkling, (rep.) ofN. Y., presented a petition

of Seth Green for certain moneys due him under
the treaty between the United States and Venezuela.Referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Me., presented resolutions

of the Portland (Me.) Board of Trade asking for a

modification of the Bankrupt law, which was laid
on the table.
Mr. Boreman, (rep.) ofW. Va., presented a petitionfrom citizens of his State in regard to the

bridge across the Ohio River at Steubenvllle betng
in bad condition and oustructlng navigation. Relerredto the Committee on Transportation Routes.

pensions for mexican veterans.
Mr. Logan, (rep.) of Hi., introduced a bill grantingpensions to the survivors or the war ot 1840-4748with Mexico. Relerred to the Committee on

Pensions.
reports of committees.

Mr. Boot, (dem.) ot Mo., from the Committee on
Public Lands, reported lavorably on the House bill
to coaurm curium laua cities in the slate of Missouri.Passed.
Mr. Edmunds, (rep.) of Vt., trom trie Judiciary

Committee, reported furtber amendments to the
Bankrupt law. Ordereu to De printed and laid ou
tne table.
Mr. Anthony, (rep.) of R. I., from the Printing

Committee, reported umavorably on tiie motion to
print ttie petition making charge* against the governmentin the District 01 Columbia, ile said the
memorial made various charges against public
ottlccra, but no proof to sustain ttiem had beeu
submitted. It had not beeu the custom of the
Senate to print nieui<.rial.", and lie Haw no reason
why an exception should be made in tnis case.
Mr. Thgbuan, (deni.) of Uhio, said that at tie

proper time he would submit to the Senate a
proposition to appoint a committee to Investigate,
as the petitioners asked, and would present their
prooi to sustain the charges.
The committee were discharged from further

consideration of the motion to print, and the
memorial was laid on the table.

8knatok1al kx1havagance.
Mr. Mokkili., (rep.) of vt,. introduced a resolutionInstructing the Committee on the Contingent

Expenses ol the Seuate to consider the expediency
Of excluding from the stationery room 01 the henateall articles except paper, pens, envelopes, ink,
pencils and mucilage.
Mr. Mokiuli. said the charge of extravagance In

the matier ol stationery lurnuhed Senators had
been spread throughout the laud, and when he
lound that charge endorsed by sucn a respectable
paper as the Huston Aarrrilsrr he thought It was
time to take gome notice of it. Every Senator
knew these Charges of iraud were untrue. The
Stationery anu newspapers received by senators
Mma niltnf thi. u l<uvu Iwrt /.I tn

each Senator lor that purpose. lie read from the
Advertiser thai gold toothpicks, wedding envelopes,card cases. Ac., bad been lurnished to Senators,and said lie supposed that senators could get
what they pleased uut of their allowance, but
could in no cas- exceed the sum of $126, tixed by
statute. Again.lt was not takeu into considerationthat the entire senate wing ol the Capitol,
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms, Secretary and engrossingclerks were supplied from the stationery
room, 'l'lie whole quantity had been lumped
together and divided by tho number of
Senators, the amount thus ascertained being
put lorth as the quantity received by each Senator,
i'or insiauce. it had bjen inquired what Senators
did with eighty-two pounds 01 sponge, wneu it
was well known that this sponge was used for
Cleaning the floors and marble steps around the
Capitol. It had been iurtoer charged that senators
were lurnished with car tickets. All knew how
untrue that was. Ue thought it best to crush this
fruitiui source ol scandal, aiid have the stationery
room supplied only with necessary articles.
Mr. Mokiull, of Maine, said he had never receivedany 01 these tancy goods, and he did not

propose to give up liis regular allowance of stationeryon account or lalse charges.
Mr. Mokiull, ol Vermont, thought it best to have

the stationery room so conducted that there
would be no room for these charges.
Mr. Morrill, oi Maine, said his iriend from Vermont,by his argument, was giving force to the

theory that this st .ie of things did exist.
Mr. Howe, (rep.) of Wis., said it would be Impossibleto have the stationery room or any other

room about the Capitol so conducted Hut it would
not be lied about. Would the Senator from Vermontguarantee that the stationery room, even ii
conducted as he proposed, would not be lied about ?
Mr. Hamlin, (rey.) of Me., referred to the fact

that each senator was allowed $1J5 per annum, by
law, lor stationery and newspapers, out a senator
could decline those articles and take the mouey
If he desired to. He had never done so, but u he
chose to do so It would be nobody's business.
The resolution was agreed to.

conduct ok uebatk.
Mr. Morrill, ol Vermont, submitted a resolution

instructing 1110 uommitiee on miles to inquire
Into ttie expediency ot reporting an additional
rule, declaring tlial it t-nould not oe in order lor
any Sen a to. to be interrup ed while speaking, exceptlor tue correction oi an erroneous statement
oiiactorwnen called to, order. lie.erred to tlie
Committee ou Rules. «

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Mr. nrcKiNtiiiAM, (rep.) or Conn., introduced a

bill to secure to the Episcopal Mission Board certainIndian lauds in Minnesota, lteierred to tne
Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. Mii'chkll, (rep.) of Oregon, introduced a
bill to create an additional land district in Oregon.
Keierred to the committee on Public Lands.

pacific kalliioad kkl'okts.
Mr. Hitchcock, (rep.) of Neb., Introduced a

resolution directing the Secretary oi the Interior
to lurnish the Senate with copies of the reporis of
the government directors of the Union Paciflo
Kailroad lor the years of 1872 and 1873. The resolutionwas atrreed to.

wilmington harbor.
Mr. Bayard, (dcm.) of UeL, presented a petition

Iroin the WUmington Board of Trade asking lor the
Improvement oi the harbor of Wilmington, l)el.
iteierred to the Committee on Commerce.

fokkiun coinage hill passed.
The House bill granting authority lor coinage to

be executed at the mints of the United States lor
foreign countries was taken up and parsed.

an office abolished.
Also the flouse bill to abolish the ofllce of First

Deputy Commissioner of Internal Revenue.
amendments to the bankruptcy bill.

The additional amendments recqmmendcd by
the Judiciary Committee to tne bankruptcy bill relatemostly to matters oi detail involved in tne
amendments already reported. The following,
however, are new and Important:.
First.An amendment providing that In rases of

voluntary bankruptcy no discharge shall be
granted to a debtor whose assets shall not be
equal to thirty-three per centum 01 the claims

{table as principal debtor, without the assent of
his creditors id number anil value as prescribed
by the exl' ting law. This repeals the provision
winch now requires fllty per centum 01 such asMta.
second.An amendment providing that In computingthe number ol creditors who shall Join in a

fietltlon to Lave a debtor adjudged bankrupt, credtorswhose respective debts do not exceed $250
shall not be reckoned as part of the requisite tiroportionof one-iourth of all the creditors. But If
there be no creditors whose debts excocd the said
sum ol $250, or 11 the requisite number ol creditors
holding doqjs exceeding fttfO fail to slgu the petition,the creditors having debts ol a less amount
«hali be reckoned lor the purposes aioresaiJ.

tiik mkxican i'kmsdun bill.
Mr. Logan's bin provides that a pension of $8 per

(Mouth shall be given to each honorably discharged
surviving officer and enlisted man. including
militia volunteers oi the military and naval service,who served sixty days in the war with Mexico,and also to the surviving unmarried widows
of such officers aud soldiers.

Bills were introduced as follows:.
By Mr. mkw*rt, (rep.) oi Nevada.To provide

tor the Incorporation and regulation oi railroad
companies in the Territories ol the United States,
being the General Incorporation bill that was rettofltiXu> Mas, 1STi, iroiu tiwi Ottmoittee

t
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on Kallroaas, ana saMeqnently amended and reporteuby the Senate Committee on Public l.ands
lust year. Kelerred to tue Committee on lUllroads.
Also I>y Mr. Stbwakt.A bill relating to public

lands in Nevada. It propose* to accept tin? propo.
Billon of the Legislature ot Nevada to relinquish
the light or the State to the sixteenth and thirtvHixtnsections, under the School Laud act, providedthe United Mates grant to Nevada. In lieu
thereol, 1,000,000 acres of public lands, to be herealterselected, for scool purposes. Kelerred to
tne Committee on Public Lands.
By Mr. .nakokkt, (rep.) ol Cal..To forfeit to the

I'm ted States tne lauds granted but not patented
to the Placervlde una Sacramento Valley Kailroad
Company, the grant having expired by limitation.
Kelerred to the Committee on Public Lauds.

PINCHBACK'S SEAT.
The morning hour having expired Mr. Morton,

of Indiana, was recognized by the Chair.
Mr. McC'kekky, of Kentucky, raised the point of

order that he was entitled to the floor to address
the senate ou Louisiana aflairs.
The Chair overruled the point of order.
Mr. mokton moved that the Senate proceed to

the consideration ol the resolution in regard to
sealing Mr. Pluchbaok as Senator irom Louisiana.

Mr. Stkvenson, idem.) of Ky.. raised the questionol order that when the Louisiana matter was
last before the Senate his colleague (Mr. McL'reery)
was entitled to the flour to addresB the Senate on
that subject. Lie did nut see how he could be deprivedol the floor now.
The Cuaik overruled the point of order on the

ground that the Senate did not adjourn while the
Louisiana resolution was pending. Had the Senateadjourned wh le It was pending, the isenator
irom Kentucky (Mr. McCreery) would now be entitledto the floor.
Mr. Hamlin, of Maine, offered an amendment to

the motion which the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
Moriou) a lew days airo gave notice he would
make, to the effect that Mr. P. B. Plnchback be
allowed to take his scat tn the Senate, upon taking
the necessary oath, and that the committee ou
Privileges and Elections subsequently consider the
grouuds upon wnleli his seat is contested and re-
port to tne senate.
The Chair ruled the motion oat of order, the motionoi the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Morton)

being to recommit, and therefore watt entitled to
precedence.

Mr. Morton said he had not yet formally entered
hla motion, but had only given notice that he
would do ho.
The chair then ruled the amendment, in order.
Mr Mokton then reviewed his argument ol a

few days ago as to the validity 01 the Kellogg government,and the legality of the Legislature electlugMr. Pinchback, and tlio federal government
being bound by the decision of a .stale tribunal on
a question ol Estate law or ol the State constitution.II tne government of the Onites States assumedthe rignt to go behind the decision ol a State
tribunal 011 such a question there was an end of
Stat? government. Siuce that argument he said he
had received informat on charging Mr. Pinchback
witn procuring his election and of conduct in connectionwith his election which, If true, rendered
it improper lor him (Mr. Pinchback) to have a seat
ou tins floor, tie (Mr. Morton), having a due regardlor his duty as a Senator, did uot leel at
liberty to withhold that iniormation trom the
Senate. Had ne withheld it it would have been un
assumption on his part that Mr. Pinchback should
first be seated and mat the investigation should be
made afterward*. He thought it his dutj to orlng
the lulorinatlon belore the Senate, and let ihc questiondevolve upon the senate whether Mi. Piuchbaokshould be tirst seated and then invest lgated,
ui nuruici iuv »ii»«.owB»«uu auuuiu uc uiuue urau
He, therefore, moved that the credentials 01 Mr.
Fiuchback be recommitted to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and that said committee
have power to send lor persons and papers, and
be instructed to Investigate as to the conduct ol
said I'mchbuek In connection with said election.
Mr. cakpentek, (rep.) ol Wis., (Mr. Thur.uan in

the chair) said he desired to submit some remarks
on the Louisiana question. It would be impossible
ior hun to do so to-day on account ol a severe cold.
He therefore hoped that alter the gentleman irom
Kentucky (Mr. McCreery) closed, the question
would be deferred till Wednesday in order ttiat he
might address the senate.
wr. Mo-, reeky, ol Keutucky, s?Jd all were equally

interested in the perpetuity 01 our republican Institutions,and where honesty was the purpose it was
not the policy 0i one party to apply harsh epitnets
10 its adversaries, no matter how much their opinionsmight, be condemned. He knew be would oe
unable to do justice to this important subject or
meet the expectations or Senators, in these days
ot bureiaced impudence it was lear.ul to contemplatettie condition of ailairs in Louisiana. When
tue trouble hrst originated in that state
tntt Senate ol the United States had respondedto the general alarm by instructlug
one ol Its atilest committees to inquire into the
State government there, by whom constituted, Ac.
Tnat committee had worked laithiudy, and a mass
of testimony w.ts collected which threw light upon
the subject ; but now, when the time comes for its
use (producing the volume ol testimony), the
Cnairinan tells us it is useless. He (Mr. McCreery)
could lind nothing In history, without going back
some 2,(km) years, to equal the humility of the gent.loni:ifi.'I ne contemn ol that: volnnip ot r.p«Mmonv
should be upon Ihe memory of every Senator here,
as it showed the true condition ol ailairs m Louisiana.lie argued that it was too late now to talk
about a prima facie case aiter the proof
had been heard. The evidence had been
taken, and would satisry the minds of Senators of
the existence or non-existence of a legal State
government in Louisiana, lie thought that there
never was a case analogous to the present one on
the American Continent or anywhere under the
Bun. If-Mr. Kellogg mul receiveu a maioritv of the
votes he was Governor ot Louisiana; but if he had
received a miuority, and had been seated in his
oitice by a lederal judge, bacned by the army of the
United States, then he was an intruder and had no
right to be there. The Senator from Indiana
(Mr. Mortjn) had paid a glowing tribute to tue
Kellogg government; but lie (Mr. McCreer.v), never
having had his attention called to the excellency
of the institution, was taken by surprise. He
thought it an instance oi defence in advance of the
attack. Those enamored with the Kellogg administrationlived iarthest irom its inrlnencc.
(Laughter on the floor and in the galleries.)
Again, the Senator |(Mr. Morton) had spoken
ol the decision ot the Court being
Una). None knew better than the Senator
himself that it was essential that the Court should
have jurisdiction, lie reviewed the testimony
taken last winter at some length, and the work of
seating Mr. Kenuard on the supreme Bench of the
Stale so hurriedly, whlcii lie said reminded hun of
the old Indian running the gauntlet, with a lick
and a kick at every step. He argued tnat the SupremeCourt of Louisiana had expressed itseli favorableto the Kellogg government before it was
called upon to decide, as it was true, as James F.
Casey, the Collector 01 the Port, lniormed the President,that the supreme Court was known to be
in sympathy with tne republican state government.He would not have attempted to mislead
the President, and this lact showed that the
Kellogg government was recognized by the
Court beiore it was a government. The
Senator from Indiana attempted to support
bis case by argumeut. He (Mr. McCreery) would
attempt to overthrow It by lacts. If he fell in this
cause it would be lor the sacred rights ol a downtroddenand oppressed people, who would rememberwith gratitude the leebie efforts of himself in
their behalf. He contended that the Filteenth
amendment to the constitution had been violated
Ill llic UUU1S1IIUU CIClyUVU. OC U»U llllb UCSirC IU 1U"
voke support nor to provoke opposition, but there
was a sentiment 01 demoralization in the popu ar
mind now. Confidence nad given place
to distrust. The arm oi industry had
been paralyzed and society was shaken
to its very foundation. Among scenes
like these the people would be inspired anew to
see the senate ol the United states rising up above
party prejudices. Here was an opportunity presentedol meeting the views of those inclined to
right. The examination and cross-examination of
witnesses be;ore tne committee has laid the lacts
beiore the Senate. To Rive some ideaoi the searchingcharacter ol that investigation he would mentionthat the chairman asked the Hon. Samuel
Armstead ll he could read and write, aud that
question was iu view ol the lact that .Mr.
Armstead had received a considerable numberof the votes cast lor Secretary ol'
Suite of Louisiana. Thai was a nice quest.on to
ask an eminent divine and Christian politician.
(Laugnter on the floor aud in the galleries). Had
a federal Court exclusive power over ali questions
belonging to the State? By the iawol May iM, 1870,
the right to institute suit in a federal Circuit or
District Court had been given, providing tue questionwas one of denial ot the right to vote on accountol race, color or previous condition ot servitude.The denial ol suffrage to the black man
would defeat an election, but a denial of the
same right to the white man wiuld
lead to no such cousequences. (Sensation.) 'J'ne
campaign oi 1870 in Louisiana opeueu auspiciously
lor those making efforts to overthrow the republicanparty in Louisiana. They were encouraged to
statin up to save their home*, their altars and their
firesides from the carpet-bag beggars wno were
driving commerce and prosperity irotn tnelr doors,
'the republican party was inflamed oy dissension.
They had two conventions and two tickets, and
deicat was inevitable. The United States Marshal
lor the Siate chartered a steamboat, and. after
taking on board several barrels ol whiskey,
hams and choice edibles, gallantly sailed
up the Mississippi on his electioneering
tour. Then followed the crand receptions ol that
gushing character only found among high-pressme
politicians in very douonul districts. (Renewed
laughter.) A boatload of orators bad never appearedon Hjo^e waters beiore, but that did not
succeed. The cralt soon began to wear a
disnevelied appearance. The orators began to look
like buccaneers. (great laughter).and alter a
retrospect oi the canvass as lar as It had gonethey decided to turn back. Why this suuden
chango in the tactics? It was to obtain
these false and fraudulent affidavits to
overcome the legal election, aud it was
alter tne return of the steamer that theysallied rorth with blank affidavits and money to ootainby bribery and forgery the statements required.From the day tuat Marsnal Packard's
magnificent propeller returned to New Orleans
those orators who had made the iorcastle sound
with their eloquence wandered off In uairs to obtaluthese fraudulent affidavits. 11 a man heard a
mstol shot it was argued that the niggerswere to be defrauded. quoted
irom the testimony beiore the committee at
length, and contended that there was no settled
plan to burden and obstruct registration. On the
other haud, the object was to make it as generalas possible. The election in Louisianawas probably the most orderly, fair
and quiet flection lieid ttiere tor tweruy
years. The registration was larger than
lor years, bat in many parishes there was a great
trurpaft" oo Uih ilftmo«r*tm aids and a corro-
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spending decrease of the republican atrenirth.
The radical ticket failed to receive the unite t supportol those loriuerly acting with the party,
and something must be done to balk the democrats.(Again readinir from the testimony.) He
arurued tnut it was atteuiued to show mat the
negroes had to co so tar to vote. He would give
au Illustration:.A portion ol the Red
Kiver where there was a great beud
some lo ty miles around came back within tour
miles 01 the point wtiere the beud commenced, the
neck of land being only lour miles across. 'Die
negroes, to vote, must go all the way around by
witter, and, thereiorc, lost tivc day* in going lo
and returning from the polls, it bein.' locatedat the upper side ol this ueck of
laud. Weri- white men subjected to the same
inconveniences? Certainly not. They took the
direct line across the ueck ol land, went to the
polls, voted and were home again beiore
dinner. (Ureat laughter on the floor
aud In the galleries.) He next spoke
of the judicial proceedings, ana asked if
State aiter State was to be stricken down by these
lbegal judicial decisions until darkness and despotismspread over the land? There was no telling
how much of the people's money In Louisiana had
been expended In depriving them ol their rights.
Mr. Mc hkkky quoted iroui the testimony as to

Carter folding Jacques to his bosom when he came
with the (urged aMdavits. ami exclaiming,
"Jacques, you are a lien of a lellow !" (Lau.'hter.)
The CiiAiii (Mr. Carpenter) stated that any

rnamicHtation ou the r,iirt of persons in the galleries,either of approval or disapproval, was a
violation of the rule 01 the Senate, and upon l's
repetition he would order the galleries to be
cleared.

Mr. McCbkeby resumed and said, the constitutionoi the United Stales guarantees to every Male
In the Union a republican lorin of government, and
the people ot the htate should not be disturbed In
their republican institutions. Whether the
eneuiy came iroin abroad or irom within the
borders of the State he must be met and put down
by tue lederal government. In conclusion he deniedthat tne State oi Louisiana had a republican
form of government, and argued that steps snould
be taken to protect her against fraud and corruption.
At the conclusion ol Mr. McCreery's speech Mr.

Sherman moved that further consideration of the
motion to recommit be laid over till Wednesday,
and the Senate resume the consideration oi the
resolution reported irom the Finance Committee,
bo ordered.

executive session.
At throe o'clock the Mute went into executive

session ou motion of Mr. Sherman, and alter
some tnne the doors were reopened aud the Senate
adjourn d.

HOUSE OF KEPREBEITTATIVES.
Washington, Jan. 26, 1874.

bills introduced.
Bills were Introduced and referred, under the

call of States, including the following:.
By Mr. Bukleigu, (rep.) of Me..To redeem legal

tender notes and to regulate and establish the
currency.
By Mr. Schtmaker, (dem.) of N. Y..'To condemn

the property selected as a site lor the Brooklyn
Post Oittce,
By Mr. Negley, (rep.) of I'a..Granting pensions

to soldiers of the Mexican war aud their widows.
Bv Mr. Archer, (dem.) of Md..To regulate promotionsIn tne stair ot ttie Marine Corps.
By Mr. Platt, (rep.) of Va..For tlie establishmentofan Exchequer.
By Mr. Gunckel, (rep.) of Ohio.To repeal so

much oi the act of March 3, 1873, as provides that
Representatives elect to Congress may receive
their compensation monthly iroin the beginning
01 their term until the beginning of the first sessionof Congress. As the law now stands members
receivo their pay lor nearly nine nioutus beiore
they are sworn in or perform any duty. Also a
bill to amend the act estaoilshing national cemeteriesso as to make the provisions oi said act
relating to headstones, Ac., applicable to the
cemeteries ol tlie National Home lor disabled
volunteer soldiers.
By Mr. Oam, (re;i.) of Ind..To grant a pension

to the widow ot James L. Orr, late United states
Minister to Russia.

the indiana plan op financial relief.
Also to provide a national currency for tlie redemptionthereof in coin, and lor the redemption

oi circulating notes he retolore issued by or under
the authority ol the United States.
This bill embraces wnat is known as the "Indianaplan ol financial relief," and is recommended

by petitions, numerously sigued, trotn the
citizens of two-thirds of the counties in
tnat State, and provides lor the issue
by the United States of $2,000,000,000 ol circulatingnotes, to be Known as "United States
gold bond notes," of various denominations, which
are to be held in the Treasury as a reserve, and
exchangeable at par for any 01 the outstanding
bonds of the United States at the pleasure of the
holder. They snail circulate as money and be receivedand paid out by the government in like
manner as uailouai bank currency now is. That
lor the purpose of expeditingsnca exchange depositariesare to be established in all the leading
cities of the United States, under proper saleguards.That the interest accruing 011 all bonds
thus surrendered to the government shall be retainedby tue government, and shall, with fi.ty per
censor the coin accumulated in the Treasury not
needed lor paving interest on the public deor, constitutea sinking fund, alter it reaches the amount
of $40u,ooj,ooo, lor the redemption 01 the gold bond
notes issued under this act.

redemption of bonds and currency.
The bill lurther provides that any national bank

mav surrender its bonds now 011 deoosit in the
Treasury and receive gold bond notes to an amouut
which, when added to the noted heretofore receivedby such bank, wi.l be equal to the par value
of such bonds, and such bank may at any time
surrruuer its notes and receive iu exchange the
gold bond notes under turn act, and wnen this is
done such bauk Is relieved irorn the redemption of
its notes or from holding any reserve; hut shall in
all other respects exercise its rights and privileges
under the Banking act. Any national bank tailing
lor two years to surrender its bonds now ou depositshall redeem its currency in gold. The outstandinglegal teuder notes snail be redeemed at
the Same time the redemption of the gold boud
notes is commenced under this act.

other bills.
By Mr. Siianks, (dem.) of ind..Providing a labor

bureau.
Also repealing the act granting lands for railroad

purposes iu the Indian territory, and establishing
a United .States court in the Indian country.
Also for a survey by the army and navv engineersof a ship canal from Lake Michigan to the

Mississippi Kiver, near Cairo, HI.
Jy Mr. Burciiaru, (rep.) ol III..To provide lor

the importation ol sugar oeet seed tree ol duty.
By Mr. Bland, (dem.) ol Mo..l'o Incorporate the

Eastern and Western Trans iftrtatlon Company.
By Mr. Field, ol Michigan.To repeal the stamp

tax ou Itauk checks, druggists' prescriptions and
iucifer matches.
By Mr. Mills, (dem.) of Texas.For the removal

ol all troops in the southern States to the Westerncountry, as protection against the Indians.
Also to repeal all laws authorizing banking associations.
By Mr. Lcttreli, (dem.) of CaL.To prohibit

contracts lor servile labor.
Also to let the lands granted for a railroad, from

Folsom to i'laccrvilie, revert to the United Mates.
By Mr. Cobb, (rep.) ol liau. (at request).To incorporatethe Colorado Canal Irrigation and Land

Company.
By Mr. Cromise, (rep.) 01 Neb..Declaring lands

grauted for railroad pui poses liable to State taxation.
by Mr. Hays, (rep.) of Aln..To furnish army

rations lor the relief of destitute persons in the
South.
By .Mr. G. F. Hoar, (rep.) of Mass..To prevent

the payment 01 Interest on national bank deposits.
By Mr. Mkhkiam, (rep.I or N. V..Restricting the

reiunding 01 customs duties.
Also to prevent United States officers from receivingmoney beyond their fixed salaries.

centennial exhibition importations.
Mr. Ukck, (dem.) ol Ky., moved to suspend the

rules and pass a bill relieving from the payment of
uniy an articles seni irom loreign countries lor exhibitionat the 1'hiiadelphla Centennial Exposition.
Mr. Hawks, (rep.) 01 Mass., and others suggested

that the bill was too loose In its provisions, and
Mr. Butler, ol Massachusetts, suggested (derisively)to limit the extent ot any one person's importationto aoo tonS of one article.
Under tne new rule adopted last week requiring

motions to suspend the rules to he seconded b.y a
majority, the question was put, but there was no
second, the vote being 54 to lui

DISTRICT OK COLIMB1A EXPENSES.
Mr. Poland, ol Vermont, moved to Buspend tne

rules and adopt a resolution instructing the
Judiciary Committee to inquire into the legal relationsexisting between tne federal government
and the local government of rno District of Columtua,and tue exact character of tlieir mutual obligationsIn regard to municipal expenses; and
wuutner some accurately deilned basis of exnendlturescannot be prescribed and maintained by
law.
The rules were suspended, and the resolation

adopted.yeas lotf, nays 11.
PKTITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES.

Mr. Cox, (ilem.j of N. Y., pre-euted two remonstrancesol the hat inanuittoturers or New York city
against any further extension of the Wells patent.
Mr. Killimier, (rep.) of i'a., presented the petitionsot more than l,ooo workiugiuen and manufacturersiroui various parts of 1'ennsylvania,

lavormg the repeal of the ten per cent reduction
of duties on imports passed June, 1872. Also petitionsinstructing the Committee on the district
of Columbia to inquire and report whether additionallegislation is necessary to secure the comlortand convenience ol travellers on tbe Washingtonand Georgetown Kailroud. Adopted.

kailhoa4) lands forfeited.
Mr. Paoe, (rep.) of Cal., moved to suspend the

rules and pass a bill, which, he said, had received
the un.iuiuious approval ol the Committee on l'ute
lie Lands, declaring lorieltea to the United .states
all lands granted by Congress in 1H60 lor a railroad
from l''olsom to I'UcervMo, cal. The grant having
expired b.v limitation the rules were suspended
and the bill passed.

Tlli.as' hy department appropriations.
Mr. u viiFiELD, (rep.i ol Ohio, offered a resolutionauthorizing the Committee on Appropriations

to insert a necilon in the Legislative Appropriationmi! repealing all laws that authorize permanentund indefinite appropriations to deiray
the expenses of the loan and Treasury notes or
otutr wiper Issue* of to* toited states »ud re-
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quiring the Secretary or the Treasury hereafter to
hiiI*iiiit detailed estimated 01 appropriations re-
quired to defray such expenses. Ado; ted.
A ho a resolution to regulate e-timates and ap-

propriations and to Ux the number and compensa-
tlon of customs employes. Adopted.

btti'ekvlmik ok internal kkvknfb.
Mr. Youno. (dem.) of (<a., offered a resolution In-

structiiiK the Committee Ways and Mi-ana to
in iuire whether there 18 anv necessity for the con-
tinuance ol the oillce oi bupervlsor ol Internal
Ke/enue. Adopted.

bank 0kficer8 in congress.
Mr. Bdcknkr, (dem.) of Mo., moved to suspend

the rules and adopt a resolution calling on the
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish information
as to members of (Jounress who are shareholders
In national banks. The resolution was rejected,
two-thirds not voting in the affirmative.yeas 140,
naya 90.
The House then proceeded with the

wear viruinu election case
without coming to a vote upon tt. Ttie Honse. at
twenty miuutea to Ave o'clock P. M., adjourned.

SCHISM AMONG PRESBYTERIANS.

Trial of the Rev. E. B. Smith Before the
\i'«> n.a«Uv

and Deposed.
The trial of the Rev. K. B. Smith before the WestchesterPresbytery on the charge of creating a

schism in the Presbyterian Church by adopting
certain doctrines and practices of the so-called
'Catholic Apostolic Church" was resumed yesterdaymorning, in the parlor or the Young Men's
Christian Association liall, corner of Twenty-third
street and Fourth avenue. The room was
lull. Half a dozen ladies occupied seats at
the rear, a life-sized portrait of Queen
Victoria, wearing a crown, but having what particularsignificance in that particular place It
would be hard to say, smiled benignantly down
on the array 01 presbyters. At a long table, under
the Queen's portrait, sat the Moderator, Mr.
Sawyer, tue othcial who in the Presbyterian governmentpresides over Presbytery proceedings.
In his neighborhood sat

the coosel for the prosecution
and for trie Church. One was a layman and threo
were officiating ministers. Their names were
Rev. J. Aspinal Hodge, of Hartford; Rev. Dr.
smith, of Yonkers; Rev. Mr. Mudge and Mr. Wells,
lawyer, of PeekskilL
The body of men present to hear and try the

case, as a jury might try it, appeared to have a
deep Interest in the arguments of both sides and
a capacity to decide the question with Intelligence.

Rev. Mr. Smith began the proceedings of the
day by producing his defence, which was

a long and elaborate reply
to all the charges and spccitlcations made against
him. It took a little over an hour to read and was
really an eloquent and persuasive document. As
it would be impossible to give anything like a
synopsis of it iu the brief space allotted to tills
report, suffice it to say that he responded seriatim
to all that was embraced under

three classes op counts
or charges. One class ne denied in toto, as having
no lorce whatever to hold him amenable to breach
of doctrine or discipline. Another class he held
did not come under Presbyterian standards, and
consequently he was not supposed to be committingerror when lie took his stand by certain doctrineswhich the true spirit of Presbyterlanism
sanctioned- In legard to the third class of charges,
while lie admitted their application to his formula
oi belief, he believed they were not antagonistic to

MMMBTTHUAN STANDARDS.
The propositions he denies are embraced in the

first class oi charges, and are as follows:.
That the writings of the so-called apostles of the

"Catholic Apostolic Church" are a co-ordinate authoritywith the words of (iod in the Scripture.
That the sacraments become affected by their

own virtue and the virtue of the administrator
ami tne change of the elements In and by consecrutiou.
That the so-called apostles hold supreme authorityami inspiration aud the sacramunt ol' extreme:Miction.

POINTS OF I'NCnALLENQED DOCTRINE.
As the loilowing do not come under aud are not

denounced by Presbyterian standards Mr. .Smith
held they did not invalidate his ministry in the
Presbyterian Church, ahd were questions lor lndl-*
vidual raith and choice:.
Processions, exercises, church of the supernaturalgifts, louriold ministry, auricular confession,

absolution, bowing at the name ol Jesus and the
use of tue sign ol the cross.
The following, as what he avowed lie believed,

were not antagonistic to Presbyterian standards:.
Baptism nd regeneration, Christ assuming the

fallen human nature of Adaui and the Lord's
Supper.

TI1E MAIN POINT
of Mr. Smith's argument was that he was in harmonywith the Presbyterian Church, which was in
harmony with the polity of the apostles, but what
he wanted was the polity oi the apostoflc days
restored. In this lie could see no error, for if the
Church believed the apostles he could see no
objection to the same Church following their
methods of thought and teaching.

ARtiUMKNT KOR PKOSECCTCON.
The prosecuting counsel did not deem It necessaryto cover the wide field of theological inquiry

which all the loregolng suggests. They coniiued
themselves to pointing out that the "Catnollo
Apostolic Church" oeing a separate denomination,
as its doctrines aud practices showed, It could demandno allegiance from a minister 01 the PresbyterianChurch ; and the niiulster who insistedon remaining within the Presbyteriancommunion while holding the preceptsof another denomination not recognizedbv the standards ot PresliTtenanlHin. and also
admitting me supreme authority of tUe so-called
apostles iu the other denomination. was guilty or
schi*m, and not qualified to retain his place. Nothingwas said against the character 01 Dr. Smith.
That, it was admitted, was above reproach; bat in
reaching out for discoveries in theological science,
which the Church had not recognized, they said he
committed error.

TI1K VERDICT.
After the room was cleared, and none but the

presbyters and counsel remained, a discussion ensuedon the merits of the evidence produced
against Mr. Smith and the arguments pro and cttru
A considerable time was spent, and dually it was
resolved by a unanimous vote that Mr. E. B. Smith
be deposed trom his functious as a minister in the
Presbyterian Church. The reverend gentleman
had previously proclaimed his intention to appeal
to the Synod.

THE ESTHETIC) IN EELIGION.
The Fine Arts.Their Nature, Necessities,
Effects and Relation to Christianity.
Essay by Rev. Ueorge Lansing Taylor
Before the Methodist Preachers.
The ordinary routine of discussion or religious

topics by the Methodist preachers at their weekly
meetings was varied yesterday by an elaborate
and very meritorious essay on fine art in its relationto religion, delivered by Kev. George LansingTaylor, or Hempstead. Mr. Taylor Is a man of
pore aesthetic tastes, high literary culture and a

poet of no mean order. He had been previously
requested to prepare an essay for the meeting,
and that which he read yesterday was one that
probably not a hair dozen of his brethren
could analyze or Justly criticise. He beganby defining what he meant by
fine art. Without the aesthetic, he thought,
we could have no true conception of God, who Is
purely and sublimely eesthetical, as is shown by
ills creation of man and placing him in the most
beaauiul landscape garden In the universe, planted
by the Almighty hand. Deprived of the lestbetical
faculty, we are deprived also of appreciating God
In the highest and truest esthetlcal sense, In which
sense He Is the chlefest among ten thousand and
altogether lovely. Mr. Taylor here named what is
included In line art.poetry, music, painting, sculpture,Ac. He referred to what art had done for
mankind, and remarked that what It cannot tell
the historian and the critic may despair or. Mr.
Taylor truced the progress of dne art iroin prehistorictimes through patriarchal mid modern
time.", und enumerated works of art in painting,
sculpture, architecture. Ac., which stand to-day as

MONUMENTS OK THE PAST AUKS
and Inspirations lor the present and the future,
its universality is shown by its monuments, which
have beeu found or which exist lu all parts of the
world, irom Mexico to India and Mom Iceland to
South America. Mr. Taylor dwelt extensively on
Egyptian, 1'erslan, Greek and Koman art. The
laitcr, ho remarked, added lltue to what the
Greeks had glveu to the world. Mahometan art
is Incapable of being reproduced. It is the most
romantic the world has ever seen, .speaking of
music and architecture, and their relation to religion,he remarked that Christian art created
music. The oratorio is as much the product of
Christian thought as is the cathedral In which It Is
read or sung. Christian art waked the anthem of
redemption, and with it the highest forms of nsstlieticart. Mr. (Taylor .showed oy comparison
how art among Greeks, Romans, Ac., was
localized, whim Christian art is universalized.
This was apparent by putting the names of Homer,
Virgil, Plato, Ac., beside those ol Shakespeare,
Milton, Wesley, Ac. These latter will still rule the
world after the name of England Is forgotten. Mr.
Taylor passed on to the value of painting, and
cited Tweed's dread of the influence of tue pictorialcaricatures against him us being more damagingthan anything that the press could have
written against him; lor the man who coula not
read an editorial could read the story in the caricature.On the value of art in mwhanlc life how
valuable, he suggested, to shipbuilders to-day
would be

a corr or noah's ark,
and how mncli men would give for It! Bow vainablealso to architects would be a painting of the
Tower of Babol or aoiomool 'remote I Ua did not

E SHEET.
Know but some of these davq the hidden treasures
of ages may be brought to ligiit ami the te. th and
elcveutu chapters 01 Genesis receive a comme ntar>of which we can have no conceptionat present. Great works oi art, he re-
marked, outlive their own hi.-itory. How
many have asked during the ages pastwhy were the pyramids built, and what Is their
history. Ihey have stood lor ages, monuments of
arcnitecture ami inspiration* of strength to many
a man. He spoke ot the original purpose of works
of t ue art. ami remarked that creation was much
more poweriul than oossession. Creation makes
the creator, lie then turned to art in this coun.
try, and said that America needs a development
ol flue art. Our alternative, he remark, d, is tnat
of tue overarown hog.expansion or death. Wo
need an iesthetical inspiration. It will refine our
thought. No country is richer In fine art concep-
tions. He reierred to rowers' "Greek Mave" in
scuipture and the "Heart ol the Amies'' in painting
as placing America in a high rank of art. Hut he
was grieved thai our artists did not create rather
than copy. They ua\e a purer inspiration
lor it here than thev can llnd anywhere
else, aud give us an Olympiad of Greek
culure aud he believed we should outshine
all other countries. America must rear
her own great masters, aud American artists
must keep American art here. Hitherto America
has studied the art of the past rather than developingthat of her own. True art is not taught
in America. We have a Utile dabbling in oil and
water colors, but no school of art. A step in the
right, direction has been taken by Syracuse I'nlversityin Hie establishment of a college of fine
arts. Art culture must prepare the way lor art
itself. Mr. Tayior opposed anv patronage ol imperfectart. America needs art aud we saould say
she must and shall have it.

WE NEKP A RACE OF ARTISTS,
and we should prepare the way lor thein.

l)r. True wondered why Mr. Taylor had omitted
Hebrew urtjwhrlie did "not Include dress in his
enumeration. Ue (Dr. True) did not think there was
anything in the Mble against dre*s, but against
excess in aresft. Hh thoni/iit tin* iiciin'w^ had art
when tin* Greeks and Humans were eating acorns.
Mr. Dickinson saw uo evidence in Hebrew literaturethat tltey had any art except that 01 poetry

and ttie music that was sung to it. Their monotheisticideas had crowded everything else out.
Mr. Dteictnaoa entered ins protest against those
wishywashv, sentimental ieminine ngurea and
creeping vines Oil canvas wnich are introduced
into our show windows and Sabbath schools under
thcnaine ol tine art painting.

Dr. Curry being called for remarked that he had
had many hard things said of him, but this was the
onkindest cut of an to can bins out to criticise tine
art or an essav on it. He was pleased with the
essay because it went beyond his own depth and
concept if>u.

l)r. Crooks, of Belfast, being also called out, did
not favor the introduction ol Hue art in our
churches. Its tendency is to foster superstition.
Ti.e church architects e that he preferred is that
which brings preacher and people nearer to each
other and nearer to God.
Dr. Foss announced that the Carasco-Pronier

fund here amounts to $10,0U0, and in Geneva,
Switzerland, to twice that sum. The memorial to
I'astor Cook, of Pans, amounts to $5">0.
A committee of seven was appointed to gather

up scattered records of the preachers' meeting
Irom its institution to the present and to concentratethem In some place in the mission buildlug.

PIGEON SHOTTING.

A Good Day** Sport at Deerfoot Park.
Match Between Humphrey HarUhorne
and Edvrard Charmon, of Brooklyn.
Hartshorne the Winner.Two Interest-
ing swcrptiaHrs.
There was rare sport for the pigeon shooting fraternityat Dcerioot Part yesterday afternoon, as a

match between old Brooklynites and two sweepstakeswere decided, liirst on the list was the
contest between Mr. Humphrey Hart.shome and
Mr. Edward Charmon, friends of more than twenty*
Ave years' standing, and, having "handled guns"
together from the time they were young men until
the present period, ttie interest In the eveut was
something more than is ordinarily observed,
and hence the spectators that congregated
at the place of shooting were intimate
with one or the other of the principals,
and the excitement, in an agreeable way,
ran high on botn sides. The agreement between
these gentlemen was that they should each shoot
at twenty-five birds, Long Island rules to govern,
21 yards rise, 80 yards boundary and 1% oz. shot.
The aum of $100 a side was posted, and minor
bets regarding the number that each would kill
consecutively were made, which naturally intensifiedthe interest. As each was to "flud, trap, and
handle" for the other, the principals used extraordinaryefforts to obtain lively and strong birds,
and It is but fair to say that these efforts were
crowned with success, as the pigeons were among
the best seen this winter.
Mr. Ilartshorne selected Mr. Walton as his judge,

and Mr. Charmon picked Mr. Wingate to look
after his interests in a similar capacity; while Mr.
Robert lioblnson accepted the position of referee.
Mr. Edward Madison loaded for Mr. Ilartshorne,
and Mr. M. Warren Mrdseyo for his opponent. At
the filth bird charmon led Hartshorne one bird;
at the tenth the latter led his adversary one bird ;
at the twentieth they stood.Hartshorne, 12;
unarmon, io. men me oeumg oecaiue very
spirited, with Hartshorne the lavorite; out Cliarmonkilling all Ills birds Imm tliat point and Hartshomemissiug two, they stood eveu ou the twenty,
tilth, having each scored fifteen. I'ne tie being
shot off, three birds each, Hartshorne killed the
first and second, while t'narmon missed the first,
when the lormer was declared the winner, amid
much hilarity. The birds wers or a superior class,
and the "chair1 between the contestants oi a
iiature to provoKe considerable merriment.
Following the match were two sweepstakes,

each hanug nine entries. The conuittuns were
three birds each. SO eutrance, Long Island rules to
govern. Mr. Win gate was referee in both cases.
There was first, second and third money in eacn.
$20, $16 aud $10. In tue first sweep Messrs.
Thomas Uroadway and "Mose" Stephens divided
first and second prizes, wliuc the third premium
lell into the hands ol Messrs. Lot. Ireland, 1'urman
and "Haven." The first and second prizes of the
second sweep were divided between Messrs. Broadwayand Taylor," and the third between Messrs.
McMahon, Lot and MoKail.
Uood order was preserved; bnt if Superintendent

McMahon win, in tue future, prevent the reckless
"pot hunters" and all ot their class that invaded
the track yesterday from entering the enclosure
he will do himself and pigeon shooters in general
much service. The following are

81MMA.R1E3.
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1874.i'lOEON Shooting..Match oi 25 birds each,
$100 a side. Long Island rules; 21 yards rise, 80
yards boundary, 1M oz. shot.

II. Hartshorne.o, o, l, o, 1, 1,1, 0, 0, l, i, o, 0,1,1,
1, 1, o. l, l, o, l, 0, l, l.Total, 25; killed, 15;
missed. 10.

E. uuarmon.o, o, l, l, l, o, o, o, o, l, l, i, o, l, o, l,
0, o, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1,1,1.Total, 25; killed, 15; missed, 10.

SUOOTINU OFF T11K TIE.
Hartshorne.l, 1.2. Charmon.o, 1.1.
Judge lor Hartshorne, Mr. Walton.
Judge lor (Jharmon, Mr. Wingate.
Keieree, Mr. itouert itouinson.
Time oi shooting, lh. i.'iui.
Same Day..Sweepstakes, three birds each. $5

entrance, Long; Island rules, 21 yards rise, so cards
boundary, 1>» oz. shot; $m to tue first, »10 to the
second ana $10 to the third.
T. Broadway.1, 1,1.Killed, 3.
M. Stephens.l, 1, 1.Killed, 3.
S. Lot.0, l,.l.Killed, 2.
"Dr." Ireland.l, o. l-Killed, 2.
Seth Furraan.l, o, l.Killed, 2.
Mr. "liaven".0, 1, 1.Killed, 2.
W. Birdseye.l, 0, 0.Killed, 1.
II. Koblnaon.0, o.Killed, 0.
Mr. "Taylor".0. 0. Killed, 0.
First and second money divided between Messrs.

Broadway and Stephens, and the third between
Messrs. Lot, Ireland, Furman and "ilaveu."

Keieree, Mr. Wlngate.
Samk Conditions..Sireepstakes, three birds

each, $.'> entrance; same conditions and division of
money as beiore.

T. Broadway.1, 1,1.Killed, 3.
Mr. "Taylor".I. 1, 1.Killed, 3.
William McMahon.1, l, o.Killed, 2.
W. McFail.o, l, l.Killed, 2.
S. Lot.1, 1, 0.Killed, 2.
Mr. "Haven".0, o.Killed, 0.
W. Birdseye.0, o.Killed, 0.
"I)i." Ireland.0, o.Killed, 0.
Mr. Creamer.0. 0.Killed, 0.
First money divided between Messrs. firoadway

and "Taylor,'' and the third between Messrs. McMahon,Lot and McFail.
Keieree, Mr. Wiuijate.

A LECTURE TO LADIES.
An audience, composed of between 300 and 400

ladies, assembled in the chuupi of thn nnnn*.ti nt

die Strangers yesterday afternoon, to listen to a
lecture given by Mrs. Susan Everett, M. D., of Portland,Me., who desire* to (ell the New York ladies
bow (o eat, sleep and live. The lady is a very
pleasant spoken M. I)., with dark hazel eyes,
very white teeth and a profusion of dark hair.
She was dressed In a rich black vxoiri silk, devoid
of oversklrt, but with plenty of sort luce at the
wrists and throat. She claimed that women need
not be sick. She believed that God intended we
should live long and be happy, and said that If
women lived as they should live.ate, drank and
slept as they ought ami might.a greuter and better
race ol humanity might be given to the world, as
the mother stamped intellectuality and moral
worth upon the uuhoru Infant. She believes in
Increase ol population, and assured the women
that they only did tlielr duty in adding to the statisticsol the city. She alluded to the met of some
diseases having increased louriold, among which
she classed paralysis, epilepsy and so on. A
Quaker lady in the audience looked up (torn beneathher modest bonnet wltn inquiring eyea and

aalf-MUatled air when (Da iwaiu

5
nonncen corsets an an abomination and told of
the weakness of the New Kuplaud women of todayIn not beinjrable to nurse their children. She
also relieved that Christianity and morality were
conducive to health, and closed by giving notice
of a series of four lectures, wnerein she mould displayher "mannikin" and "skeleton," witlrsagKeauvehints and instruction sucli aa sne deemed her
audience might need. At ttie close of the speaker'sremarks the dollars were hauded up to tho
lady ireely and tickets given m returu.

DUET HAUTE OR "AMERICA* HlTIOlt."

Hret Ilarte delivered his lecture on "American
Humor-' last evening in 4880Ciat''un Hall, 11 being
one of a course of lectures given under the aus.

ptces ol the Mercantile Library Association. Th«
hall was well filled by an intelligent and appreciativeaudience. Charles S. Aithur presided, and
introduced the lecturer to the audience. Among
those on the platform were Wilson G. Hunt,
Wullam Remsen, James Boorman Johnston, 8. K.
Comstock, Alderman M. C. Ely and other prominent
citizens. "

If there I* anything In the world of humor that la
intensely »ul qeneria it Is what la technically
termed "American Humor." It has no counterpart
in any other quarter or the globe. It la Indigenousto our boil its boisterous phase springs
literally out of the wilderness.from tne backwoodsof the West, rather than from the more
refined and cultivated circles ol the East. To the
latter are we indebted for the more genial phasa
of American humor.the merry lines of Oliver
Wendell Homes, for example, or the once pithy,
pungent and spicy newspaper paragraphs of
Colonel Green, of the Boston Post, who with th®
late George 1). Prentice, of the Louisville Journal,
was one of the lathers of the sparkling phase of
American Journalism.little gemsol wit and satire,
encased, as it were, In settings of kindliness and
common sense. While In the West the broadest
humor Is encouraged, in the East, outside of certaincharming circles, It is dangerous to be funny.
Plainly speaking, there Is more blarney than
humor in the Plymouth Rock of New England,
which has been not inaptly termed the "blarney
stone of America." To go back a couple 01 centuries,some people might think there was somethingexcruciatingly fuuny.torturing a joke at the
stake, as It were.in the treatment of the Quakers
and witches bv the earl? Puritans. But thf> inn

or ttie thing, if any, was all on one side.
the poor victims could not realize exactly "where
the laugh cam# in." Besides, the treatment of
these uuiortunate creatures was not purely a
stroke 01 American liumor. The Idea was borrowedlrom aoroad.from England.Smlthfleld,
perhaps.just as we nowadays Import the
London much or Judy or Fun, or any otuer of the
so-caUed funny papers of the British metropolis.Hut, passing from this unpleasant
theme o( an unpleasant era. we come to the
epoch wtien American hiunor ts a recognized
leature in all genial and social cote les, when such
humorists as Mark Twain, Artemus Ward, Josh,
tiilliugri, Petroleum V. Nasby and many others of
less note but of equally loftv aspirations lor positionsin the temple of Comus, nave brought into
its present shape the fabric of American-humor,
much of it being quarried from ttie rough in the
primeval funny lormattous of ttie West.

Mr. Harte commenced by asking it there was
such a thin? as American iiumor. He theu proceededto mention t'ue different English wits of the
last and present century and compared them with
uioSl- of America. He affirms tnat tuc fashion of
true humor never changes.merely coniorms to
the age and condition of a people. The
first efforts of American Humor were in
the Yankee dialect, the effort* of an Englishman.Juuge Haliourtou, author of "Sam Slick."
Slavery in the South was the means of much
national Humor and pathos. Tbe disclbles of
burnt cork and Foster's melodies, "Old Folks at
Home," Ac,, were cited as illustrations. He dwelt
at length on the productions of Lowell,
Orpheus C. Kerr, the Oanbury S'ews man, PetroleumV. Nasby, Artemus Ward (ol whom he gal4
that he was accepted in England as a representativeof the American illiterate aborigines), of WashingtonIrving, Cooper, Colonel Tnorpe, of T^xas:
sut Lovengood (whose humor ran over in practical
jokes), Judge Baldwin, of Alabama. He relerred
to the case of Johu J'ha-nix, of the »an Diego
Herald, who, being lelt in charge of the paper,
struck out into a new llekl, upsetting politics and
everything generally by las humorous articles, of
Mark Twain he salJ that he stood alone, as
MIC must ungiuui uuu uiorouglliy American
representative ol American humorists. The
lecture occupied about three-quarters ot an hour
in its delivery, and terminated so abruptly tnat
some of the audience thought it was a second
edition of Charley llrowne's ("Arteraus Ward"J old
lecture of "une Hour In Atnca," with not a word
about Africa in it. Hut pernaps the reason that
there was so little interesting matter In the lecture
about American humor may be ascribed to the
fact that the lecturer considered the field too
barren (as he intimated) lor profitable gleaning.

RAPID TRANSIT.

An Approval of and Add tlon to Air.
Minion's Plan.

To thr Editor ok thb Herald:.
My letter to you of the 2lst was despatched

before 1 was aware of the invitation extended in
your issue of the 20th. The practical merits of my
plan and its obvious admirable adaptability to the
pressing want of your citizens cause me to regretthat it should nave been forwarded just at a
time when it appears only as one among a

multitude, thereby not engaging the attention It
might otherwise have received; still If merits existthey will undoubtedly be noticed. Since readingthe proposition of Mr. Church 1 am more lorclblyImpressed than before with the conviction that
the elevated road.no matter how ingeniously contrivedto be a sort of multum in pcudo.should not
be thought of. It is out of all reason to assume that
a screeching engine, with its long train of cars,
can be run at a comparatively slight elevationover a densely thronged street, at any
such speed as the people require, without
causing numerous accideuis: moreover, It would
destroy the appearance ol any street, no matter
how ornamental it ungnt be made. In a lew years
the public would gladly pay a large amount to have
the whole tlnug removed irom the stieet. Besides
accidents will occur in spite ol all precautions on the
railway itself, anU imagination can hardly picture
the effect of a train plunging off the track into the
multitude below, to say nothing ot the predicament
oi its own passengers.
Mr. Mintou's idea Is excellent, inasmuch aa his

road would be out of sight, only I would go a little
lurcher, so that in place oi having the top of tho
engine suiokesrack six leet above the streets, as he
has, sink the whole concern six or eight leet lower
than he proposes, and thereby avoid all injury to
buildings and occupation of private property, save
our ^DO bridges, save raising all the cross streets,
avoid all noise, aud save eignty-live per cent of
actua cost upon his estimate, giving a road lully
as convenient to the passenger, at, oi course, a
lower inre, the last but probably most popular ooubiderationor them all.

In a densely populated city no elevated railroad
In lull view cau be built that will not be a public
nuisance, if a high speed is called lor; and li a
high speed Is not called ior, stick to the old horse
railroad or extend the plaything uow existing in
Greenwich street.

I shall read with the greatest Interest any
further communications on this momentous subject,
but will not.trespass ou your good nature again
In the shape ol a letter.

G. R. NASH, Civil Engineer.
Noktii Adams, Mass., Jan. 20, 1871.

Avenue Km 11 roads.
To mK Editor op the Hkrald
The undersigned, a eonatuut observer of all the

various theories and different plans for rapid
transit advanoed by the numerous publications
for the last several years, has, from a personal examinationof several architectural designs for elevatedrailways, cable transit companies, Ac., Ac.,
formed an opinion from all these various
sources, that the only safe, economical and popularmode of such a transit would be to devote one
avenue on eacn side or toe city for a double track,
to be sunk eight leet below the surlace, and bridged
at every cross street. A double track could be
made to occupy only about 21 to 25 feet in
width or the street, and, an stated, eight feet In
depth, walled on each side with a handsome
railing three or four teet in height. This mode
would leave enough room for a carriage way on
each side of the track, and a bridge over each
cross street of the lull width or the street, without
any elevation, could not inconvenience traffic and
couid be made to have a very hand&omo
appearance. As a station would benecessaryat every three or tour blocks, it
would, no doubt, Increase the value 01 property
oil such a thoroughfare by diverting so much notice
and consequently trade. So much am 1 convinced
that such an enterprise would prove financially a
great success that 1 am willing to invest $100,000
to help it being constructed provided a suitable
charter can be procured. If any one can advance
any objections to this plan I should be pleased tu
know what the objections are. W.

MILITARY HOTLS.
A general court martial will convene at tht

"Rendezvous," Nos. 1, 9 and 11 West Thlrteentt
street, at eight o'clock P. II., on Thnraday, Fet>
runry 5, 1874, or as soon therearter as possible, roi

I the trial of Colonel Andrew btaui, Ninety-six 1
reirlincnt, Second brigade. First division, N. Q. 4
N. V., and tucb otner offlceru as mav be bron«U>
Mori Ik


